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The Newsletter of the Wayne County Museum
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Permanent

The Permanent Collecticon has
received a facelift, thanks to Mr.
Charles Ellis, chairman <f the
Exhibits committes. The
presentation of this exhibit 18
unlike any other., in tnat it
reflects the =implicitv ©f the
artifacts without losing tTne
relevance of the time psricd and
niztorical significance that i
adheresz tc. From the firet moment
one ig struck bv the crizpness of
the displays ana sensibiiity or
design as each artifact is
reviewed. Mr. Ellls sparea nc
creative expense in adapting the
time-worn.floor layout intd an
innovative and refreshing
experience in the historical
outlook of the museum.

Some new additions o The
museun Irom private CcollecTlOnEs
inciude a 100 vear ola viciin, a
Persian rug. and several pieces of
eve catching and presztigious
artwork. Thes=s, pilus =oms NDEW
acguisitions TS the musseun
currentlv on display. enchances the
entire exhibit and makKes fcr an
enjavable experience Ior eveary

member of the museum.
While the new additicons bring
a sparkie to the eys. the ola and

are sti

vaiued resgulars il: in
attendance: angd Some are oul ILor
the first Time zince sSpEC1lal
exhibits of wvears pract Some of
tThese items are: Iindian artiracts
from tne county &z ola sz 1v,000
vears s Congressional ¢oln glven
oy Rep. Martin Lancaster: ana an
eariv BSTvie instant plcturs cCamers.

new

museum.
if vou feel at
up in a conversation in
exhibits.
vou to =top by and chat in

Col iection Receives Facelift

50 come on down and view the
But don't pe surprised
home and get caught
one ¢of the
waiting for
their

They're just

Victorian parlior.

We Need Your Artifacts

The next major
exhibit for the museum

From will cover the World War
1 period. Many people
have expressed an inter-
W. W. I est in seeing such an

exhibit at the museum.
The museum has some
unique pieces covering
the war., but we still
need vyour help. Plans
are underway tac locate
and borrow anything from
the vears 1914 to 1920.
Seymour Johnson Alr
Base will even be lend-
ing some items to the
exhibit.

Some types of
artifacts that we
desperately need are:
0ld magazines from the
period, photographs,
letters, newspapers and
other war-related items.
Your donations will not
only be appreciated, but
safelvy and tastefully

displaved. Through your
SUpPPort, your museum cah

only get better!



VOL. 5, No. 2 Y

Historic County Site visited

Everrittsville: Riche=t City
With Shortest I.7 fe

A4 sprawling the town was burnea.
subdivision of louwer Yat this sad event
middle income homes is Was preceeaed by the
all that is left of = slower disease of migra-
once proud and very ation.  As You Know,
§11§e_town Of 150 . Goldspboro's birth was in
ramli;es<' Ine Fown 10 1847, and many 1n Ever-
question is Everitts-

ittsville watched with
interest as new ware-
nouses and railiroad de-
pots were pullt in the
middie of this new town.
Thus many, opting for an
even easiser wav to
transport their goods
vet =£tiil maintalin their
sTtyie oI 1iving, movea
again into the vyoung
town of Goldsboro. What
makes this event so
unique is that they
moved evervthing, in-
ciuding the gitchen
sink. Thisz fact becomes
even more surprising
when vou consider that
their two- or three-
storv homes were on the
opposite side of the
Neuse Kiver. No one is
sure how thev managed
the water crossing, bput
oy usilng massive logs
thev =successiully

vilie. Born 1in 1840 vet
dead 1n 25 vears (1885,
this town boasted the
best homes and buildings
in Tthe county. The best
anaiogv would pe to
imagine Walnut Creek
with three times the
number of homes.
Everittsville held the
finest families in the
countyv and also the most
influential. Some of
those families were:
the Cobbs, the Hollo-
wells, the Pridgens and
the Hines.

one of the princi-
vie reasons for
Everitsville's birth
was due to the horrend-
OUS mosguitoe probilem 1in
Wavnesporough. The low-
iving land on the Neuse
River was infessted with
the pests. and those
with meoney moved to navigated the land route
nlgnervgroupdf Anotger to their new homes .
vgxuabiergglgt was §iEG To find the present
The new Wilmington to zite of Everitreville
Weldon railroad (the Site oF kverittsville,

- T vou need to take Hignhway

iongest in the worlad at 117 South until vou L
that time;. wWhich

o ] | i reach State | g2
aliowed the landowners a i state Road 1926,

chance to ship their at tne 1ntersecg;un ot
crops out much faster Hd;oeesf Ju$t arrer vod
chan bv the river ;r?ss tneﬁ;lvgr, Take a
network. The death of iif} ?t t?is f?t?r—
this city came during JooTion i nas @ =
Sherman’'= march into ib?felgh?j :narprcceea
Goidsboro in 1865, at C /= miles. Wnen vou
Cldas » N 1ind Lakewocd Estatecs
Wwnlch Time OVEr naii Gf {on Tne left). vou will
pe 1in EBveritrsvilie
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Wayne County Museum Trustees

Chairman:
Velda Faye Howell
Vice Chairman:
Mark Evans
Secretary:
Eunice Colciough
Treasurer:
Randy Sauls
Tommy Bell
Scottie Bryan
Jean Faison
Denise Fields
Jo Ann Fisher
Sedalia Green
Dorothy Hardy
Mary Johnstone
Ann Kinsey
Sylvia Levin
Katie Taylor
Willis B. Underwood Il
James Vinson |l
Lafayette Westbrook
Ex-Officio
WCHA President:
Mary Grady
Old Dobbs G.S. President:
Elizabeth Ellis

Director:
David S. McKeel

Published by the Wayne County Museum
116 N. William Street
Goldsboro, NC 27530
(919) 734-5023

Exhibit Hours:
2-5p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday
and Sunday

Office Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
8am.to5p.m.

The aim of the Wayne County Museum is
to collect, preserve, study and exhibit
objects that illustrate the story of man and
nature in eastern central North Carolina.
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This Quarter In Wavne County Historw

(Early Period)

AUgUsStT 21, 1740 - Joshua
Grantham was born in
Surry County, Virginia.
He would later help
settie the area in the
southwest corner of
Wavne Countv and his
children woula establish
the town cof Grantham.

May ©, 1781 - Lord
Cornwallis and Lt.Col.
Banatre "Bloody"Tarieton
and 2000 British troops
were engaged by 400 Pitt
Countv militiamen at
Peacock's Bricge in
northern Wavne County.
After inflicting heavy
losses on the British,
the militia retired.

The loss of these fine
British soldiers helped
lead to Lord Cornwallis'
defeat at Yorktown.

New Chairmal

AT the June meeting
of the Board of Trus-
tees' meeting., Velda
Fave Howell was elected
to fill the position of
Chairman of the Wayne
County Museum. She has
been serving on the
Board =ince 1989 in the
poceition of Chairperson
of the Education
Committes and acting
Chairman since February
of this vear. 0One of
the pest programs Ilniti-
ated for tne museum has
peen the tour gulde
program. the btrainchild
of Mz. Howell.

Her otnher activities
within the community

are =Serving on ng

August 2, 1824 - William
T. Dortch was born in
MNash Countvy. He was &
county lawyver for Wavne
and also =zerved as State
Senator during the Civil
War and again after
reconstructicon in 188(C.
He alsc hepled revise
and codify the entire
body of law in North
Carolina. He died in
1889.

May 28, 1861 - Jefferson
Davis, New President of
the Confederate States,
stopped 1in Goldsboro for
supper.

July 1874 - Curtis Hooks
Brodgen, a Wayne County
native, assumed the
office of Governor of
North Carclina after the

"Communities In Schools
Task Force" of Wayne
County Public Schoois
and with children and
vouth groups in the
Society of Friends

{Quakers), of which she
and her familyv are
members .

A native and resident
cf eastern Wayns Countyv,
she finds history.
particularly state,
Quaker and Greel, very
fascinating. Her
outlook on the museum is
very refreshing, as she
states: "I am looking
rorward to working with
the other members of the
poard and [in]} continu-
ing our mission to

deatn of Tod Caldwell,
then Governor.

April 21, 1885 - The
Goldsboro Argus is first
published. It would
later join the Goldsborc
News in 1929.

educate Wayne Lounty ana
the surrounding area
about their historical
past.”

She is married to
Robert M. (Bobby)
Howell, who is a
supervisocr at Franklin
Baking Company, and has
a grown daughter,
Katrins.
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from Mary
Johnstone representing
the Springfield and
Kemington Armories.
Among them is & fine
=Zxample of a breech-
icading weapon made by
Springfield in 1864 .
Another rifle sports a
rather unigue magazine
and ejecting svysten.
ine magazine juts out
rerpendicular to the
barrel about 1 1/2" to
. I feeds the

ilets in a sideways-
pe motion into the
Zhamber . All of the
ifles are in excellent
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Wayne County Museum
Post Office Box 665
Goldsboro, N.C. 27533

condition and are an
asset to the museum.
Another artifact
daonated to the museunm
an Ediphone dictating
machine {c. 1920;, by
Mr. Facie Weeks. This
machine used a thick wax
cvlinder that rotated on
a polished drum to
record the human voice.
Each cylinder can hold
the eguilvalent of an
album as far as plaving
time 1is concerned. This
aevice was the
brianchild of Thomas
Edison, but enjoyed
little popularity since
few could afford such a
luxury item. This gift
i indeed a valued prize
for the museum since its
rarity is desired by

[
n

manv state museums and
will provide Wayne
Countv with a guality
showpiece.




