
September-October-November 
Exhibit: Heroes 

Musical Entertainment 
Please check with the museum, event 

planned, but not firmed up yet for  
October 26 

Speaker 
All talks begin at 7:00 P.M. 

Except for possible speaker on Satur-
day Oct 23,which may begin at noon. 

Military Round Table 
October 19, 2010 

November 23, 2010 

Board Meetings 
November 9, 2010 

November-December-January 
Exhibit: Folk Art 

We have several activities 
planned for which have yet to 
be firmed up. Please check with 
the museum for any updates at; 

(919) 734-5023 

New Members 

Tim Norris and Family 

Judy A. Stanley 

From the President Museum Events 2010 

September 2010 

After a busy summer, there is no let-up in activity at the Museum for the fall. Installation 
of the “Heroes” exhibit is accomplished and it awaits your visit. A special interactive feature of this 
exhibit is the opportunity for you to share the story about your own hero! Remember that hours 
at the Museum have been expanded and you now can visit on Tuesday night or on Saturday. Be 
sure to check the web-site: www.waynecountyhistoricalnc.org for information about the special 
events scheduled for Tuesday nights.  

 Entries are now being accepted for the Annual WCHA Photography Contest. This competition 
encourages participation by school-age children. It’s wonderful to see the many and varied photo-
graphs of historic items taken by the students. You get a sense of our Wayne County History, as 
viewed through the eyes of our youth, when you see the works that are submitted. 

September is always a special month in the WCHA’s calendar for it is MEMBERSHIP month. This is 
the time when annual renewals of memberships are due. You are receiving this newsletter be-
cause you have committed to our support through your membership.  We’d like to ask you to 
think about the level of your commitment for the next year – and we’re adding another request. 
For all of the wonderful activities that happen throughout the year to continue – and indeed to be 
expanded – we need to build our membership base. So, please, think of asking someone you know 
to join. Tangible benefits of membership include announcements of upcoming events and a dis-
count in the Gift Shop. Intangible benefits are the knowledge that you are helping to preserve our 
local history and heritage and that this will be passed on to coming generations.  Another way you 
can support WCHA is through volunteering. The WCHA Board intends to take a look at expanding 
the role of volunteers in our organization and will be letting you know about opportunities avail-
able. 

It’s not too early to solve some of those “what shall I give for the holidays?” dilemmas! Emily 
Weil’s new book, Cornwallis’ Campaign: From Wilmington to Yorktown, would make a wonderful 
present and is available in the Museum shop or on-line. This amazing gift from Mrs. Weil - all pro-
ceeds from the books sale benefit the WCHA – is a surely on many “want” lists.  Other unique 
selections are available in the Museum Shop so be sure to take a look when you next visit the 
Museum.   

What do all these pictures have in common?  Emily Weil, (left) 

local author and historian, wrote Cornwallis’ Campaign: From 

Wilmington to Yorktown (flyer upper left).  Available for purchase 

in the gift shop for your history loving family and friends.  And 

above? A photo of our updated War Room, which gives us room 

for expanded displays, including the Revolutionary War. 

REFLECTIONS 
Newsletter of  the Wayne County Historical Association 

….bringing our past to the present…... 
    www.waynecountyhistoricalnc..org 

http://www.waynecountyhistoricalnc.org/


What’s been happening down at the Museum 

 Summer has come and almost gone 
— now if someone will just tell the weather-
man that.  The museum had a great sum-
mer.  Our USO Tribute Dance was a rous-
ing success.  This couldn't have happened 
without the Starlight Band and our guest 
dancers from Top Hat.  Also, local busi-
nesses supported the event with snacks and 
publicity.  A good time was had by all.  
 Our Agriculture and 4H Exhibit 
brought a lot of our local history into focus 
as well as promoting the ongoing education 
of the youth of Wayne County.  Kevin 
Johnson’s Talk on the evolution of the agri-
culture business in the county was very in-
teresting.  Additionally, Tim Norris’ talk on 
the Wonder of Earthworms gave attendees 
insight into the attributes of these tiny crea-
tures.  An excerpt from that talk is included 
in this newsletter. 
 Our new exhibit, Heroes, is open — 
along with this, we have rearranged and 
added to our War Room.  Our next exhibit 
will be on Folk Art, and is scheduled to 
begin the middle of November. 
 We have added musical entertain-
ment to our Tuesday Night events.  Lead-
ing off this series, we were very fortunate to 
have Daniel and Samantha Casey.  They  
gave a wonderful, lively performance to the 
pleasure of all.  Our next musical venue, is 
scheduled to be the Donald Underwood 
Thompson Trio (28 September).  
 In August, we conducted our first 
walking tour of Historic Downtown Golds-
borough.  The walk was very interesting — 
and inputs we received from resident ex-
perts of Goldsboro will make the next walk 
even more so.  Plans are in work to do a 
walking tour of Willowdale Cemetery — but 
more on that later.   
 Finally, keep an eye out for news on 
the Wall of Fame selections and the holi-
day social. 
      
  ~Museum Staff 

 

Top:  Fun at the USO Tribute Dance, with the Starlight 

Band in the background.  Above, left:  Norman and Ella Mae 

Hooker of Top Hat  showing off their dancing shoes.  

Above, right: Kevin Johnson talks on the History of Agricul-

ture.  Below:  Daniels and Samantha Casey entertain the 

Tuesday night crowd. 



 

 
 
 

 

Answer: 177 Excerpt from the Wonder of Worms by Tim Norris 

The most important points about vermicomposting are: 
A. Earthworms have two main functions in nature:1)They are a food 

source for many animals (Nature's French Fry) 2)They belong to a 
group called "decomposers" - (Nature's Recyclers) 

B. We can use this knowledge to our advantage - They reproduce very 
quickly, can eat 1/2 their own weight daily, will eat garbage we can't 

and turn this back into nutrient-rich soil. 
C. They require an environment that is moist, dark, cool and aerated      

      (containing oxygen). This is because they breathe oxygen, but don't     
      have lungs, so respiration (the exchange of oxygen and carbon diox-     

      ide) takes place through their skin. 
These are the basics - — Have Fun and Enjoy the wonder of worms! 

 
Right:  Tim Norris (left) shows attendees of the educational talk the ba-

sics of earthworm care. 

Mad Anthony Wayne?  Not quite — 

Tom Bailey as he sets out to take a 

group of fearless souls on a Ghost walk 

through downtown Goldsborough and 

out to the Bridge sight.  Watch the 

museum site for details on the next 

walk. 

Whispering Cedars Nursing Home 

Mary Casey was born in 1888, and graduated from McDan-

iel Memorial Hospital in Kinston in May of 1915.  With 

encouragement from local doctors, she opened up Whis-

pering Cedars Nursing Home in 1933.  The first of its kind 

in North Carolina, she employed four persons in the care 

of many patients.  In addition, Ms Casey  had a steam table 

built that she used for special treatments.  Her nursing 

home was a critical part of patient recovery for 14 years in 

the Goldsboro area. Rachel Baars, niece of Mary Casey, 

brought this dedicated service to the attention of the 

Wayne County Historical Association. The WCHA re-

cently recognized this effort with a plaque on the site of 

Whispering Cedars.. 

Pictured:  Rachel Baars and Elizabeth Rudd (grand-

daughter) 

Conserving the Base of the Lady 

 

The base of the Lady in the Park is made of iron. 

As with many Iron objects, it is covered in a layer 

of corrosion, commonly known as rust.  Not 

only does this detract from its appearance, but it 

causes damage to the base.  The base has uneven 

corrosion, which allows water vapor and oxygen 

to penetrate the surface of the iron and react 

with the underlying metal. If left unchecked, the 

corrosion would weaken the base beyond its 

ability to serve its purpose.  To reduce the trans-

mission of water vapor and oxygen, protective 

coatings are often applied to metal objects. For 

iron, tannic acid is a preferable coating. When 

applied to iron, tannic acid reacts with the iron 

to form ferric tannate. This coating will inhibit 

the most susceptible areas from reacting with 

water vapor, providing a somewhat stable sur-

face. Additionally, it produces a uniform finish 

that enhances the appearance of an object.   

 

In part, from the Canadian Conservation Institute. 

 



     Publications for Sale 

Quantity     Title and Price 

_______    Cornwallis’ Campaign: Wilmington to Yorktown—by Emily Weil— $25.00 

_______    After Sherman’s March: Goldsboro at the End of the Civil War—by Emily Weil—$25.00 

_______    Glimpses of Wayne County, North Carolina: An Architectural History—edited by J. Pezzoni—$20.00 

_______    The Heritage of Wayne County—compiled by Mary Johnstone—$50.00 

_______    History of Wayne County—edited by Bob Johnson and Charles Norwood—$35.00  

_______    Postcards of Wayne County—by Sarah Manning and Emily Weil—$10.00 

_______    Wayne County Cemeteries Volume II— Old Dobbs Genealogical Society—$45.00 

________ - Subtotal 

________ - 7.75% Tax (NC residents) 

________ - Shipping — $5.00 per book 

________ - Total 

Make checks payable to: WCHA, PO Box 665, Goldsboro, NC 27533-0665.    
To purchase Wayne County Cemeteries Volume II, please make checks payable to Old Dobbs Genealogical Society. 

President Jane Rustin~ Vice President Arnold Flowers~ Second Vice President Maegen Wilson 
~Third Vice President Steve Bryan~ Secretary Emily Weil~ Treasurer Nancy Delia 


