
 

In the immediate future, the museum will begin the process of 
overhauling our exhibit space to create new permanent exhibits 
that will afford a unique experience for visitors. Our first project will 
include a series of introductory panels with images that are tied 
together by a broad timeline of Wayne County history. These panels 
will be the starting point for a tour through the museum that will 
also lay the foundation for the look and feel of all exhibits through-
out the building.  
 
After the installation of the timeline we will begin to fill in the rest 
of the museum with small exhibits that highlight a range of topics  
important to county history such as transportation, agriculture,   
business, religion, the military, and the impact of the Civil War.  
 
These exhibits will serve as small islands throughout the building, 
allowing visitors to explore themes based on interest. This setup will 
grant us maximum flexibility in the creation and movement of new  

displays throughout the building due to our limited 
space. And also make it easier to create temporary 
exhibitions throughout the year on any topic           
imaginable.  
 
In addition, another new initiative will focus on        
children that will incorporate hands-on experiences 
and stimulate critical thinking skills, an important 
component of our mission to educate and entertain 
visitors.  
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Plans underway to create permanent exhibits  

Pathways through our past 

Welcome to the 1st edition of River, 
Road, & Rail! Perhaps one hundred years 
from now, this copy will be on display in 
our museum.  
 
As president of the Wayne County       
Historical Association, my service is made 
special by the passionate commitment of 
our board members to preserve local 
history. We are diligently  working to  
improve our storage space, cataloging 
our collection, and will purchase  new 

exhibit cases to properly display our rich county history. 
One goal of the historical association and Wayne County 
Museum is to serve as the  trusted repository for our 
collective heritage.  
 
Originally built in 1927 as the woman’s club building, we 
recently improved the museum with a new air condition-
ing system, upgraded the upstairs restroom, and made 
repairs to the roof. By the end of the year, the first phase 
of new permanent exhibits will be in place featuring a 
timeline of our county, the building as the United Service 
Organization (USO) during the 1940s-60s, and a panel 
focused on a beautiful oversized aerial photograph of 
downtown Goldsboro from the 1950s.  



ON THE COVER 
 

First celebrated in 1919, Armistice Day was a national public holiday held on November 11th acknowledging the 
truce between the Allies and Germany in World War One, which took effect at 11 o’clock in the morning on the 
11th day of the 11th month of 1918. It is still celebrated today but is now known as Veterans Day. During the war, 
a staggering nine million combatants lost their lives including 60 from Wayne County. Ironically, in the top right 
background of the photograph, the cupola of the Memorial Community Building is visible. Built in 1925, this 
building served as a living memorial to the county men that died in the war. The building burned to the ground 
in 2004, and the location is now home to the Veterans Memorial Park.  
 
Please visit our webpage at waynemuseum.org to view over 300 vintage photographs uploaded to our Flickr 
page that document Wayne County culture. We need help to identify people and locations.  

Goldsboro youth marching in the Armistice Day parade, 
Walnut Street heading west towards Center Street 

November 11, 1939 

YOUNG HISTORIAN 
This summer Museum Director Brantley Partin 
worked with Krais Brown to create a temporary 
exhibit on the second floor. His display features 
items of interest from the museum’s permanent 
collection.  

During spring rehearsals for Center State Theatre, 
he expressed interest in local history, and  Brant-
ley afforded the opportunity to teach the process 
of creating exhibits with proper text panels that 
include writing the verbiage, a brief description, 
and printing on a placard.  
 
In the fall, Krais will be a seventh grader at the 
Wayne School of Engineering.  

Born in Goldsboro, his  
favorite subject is history 
with an interest in the mili-
tary. He plays soccer and 
basketball, and is active in 
both Center State Theatre 
and the Sampson County 
Community Theater.  

http://waynemuseum.org/


FROM THE COLLECTION 
By BRANTLEY PARTIN 

Museum Director 

Zeno G. Hollowell military identification card 
Gift of the Hollowell family   

Born in Goldsboro in 1891, as a young man Zeno Greene Hollow-
ell joined the newly formed National Guard. After serving on the 
Mexican border in 1916, the following year his unit mobilized for 
federal service with the U.S. entry into World War One.  
 
Hollowell served as a captain and commanded a company with 
the 119th Infantry Regiment. His unit experienced fierce fighting 
across northern France, and by September 1918, became the first 
group to break through the Hindenburg Line, the last German 
defensive  position.  
 
After the war Zeno returned to his hometown and served as city 
manager when he retired in 1957. The following year he died and 
is buried with his family in Willow Dale Cemetery. 

On June 7th, 1969, Private First Class Dan Bullock at the age of 15 became the youngest ser-
viceman killed in action during the Vietnam War. Born in Goldsboro, he lived here during the 
formative years of his life before moving to Brooklyn, New York.  
 
Bullock altered the date on his birth certificate, processed through a US Marine Corps re-
cruiting station, and successfully graduated from Parris Island in December 1968. He arrived 
in Vietnam the following spring, assigned as a rifleman with the 5th Marines in the 1st Ma-
rine Division, stationed in Quang Nam Province. He died making an ammunition run to help 
resupply his unit during a night attack.  
 
A section of Lee Avenue in Brooklyn is named in Dan Bullock’s honor. He is buried in 
Elmwood Cemetery on Highway 117 in Goldsboro.  

 
 Private First Class Dan Bullock  

(December 21, 1953 - June 7, 1969)  

• Kenneth C. Royall (Goldsboro High School Class of 1909) 
earned the rank of Brigadier General and eventually served 
as the last US Secretary of War (1947), and the first Secre-
tary of the Army (1947-49). 
 
• The two North Carolina governors from Wayne County are Curtis H. Brogden (1874–1876) and Charles B. 
Aycock (1901-05). 
 
• Wayne County is one of 15 counties throughout the United States named after American Revolutionary gen-
eral  "Mad" Anthony Wayne.  

Did you know? 
Wayne County trivia by CHRIS LAWSON, museum staff 



RECENT GIFT from the BRYAN FOUNDATION 
 The Wayne County Historical Association & Museum is pleased to announce a 

$10,000 gift from the Bryan Foundation. The foundation  has supported a wide va-
riety of causes throughout Wayne County and the Bryan family has a long history 
with the T.A. Loving Company, dating back to 1931. 
 
A local company begun in 1925, T.A. Loving started as a small bridge contractor 
and gradually expanded into larger contracts for institutions and facilities.  
Due to the onset of the Second World War, the Goldsboro company employed 
over 23,000 people to build important military installations for our national de-
fense, including many in North Carolina such as Marine Corps Air Station Cherry 
Point, Pope Air Force Base, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, Camp Butner, Camp 
Davis, and Camp Lejeune.  
 

In March 2013, the T.A. Loving built Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama be-

came a National Historic Landmark. Finished in 1940, the 250 foot central span 
bridge became etched in public memory on March 7, 1965 when Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. led 600 civil rights demonstrators on a 54-mile march to the state capitol 
in Montgomery. Marching for African American voting rights, the demonstrators 
were assaulted by state and local lawmen as they tried to cross the bridge. 
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